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1. Purpose of the Pro Bono Counsel List 

1.1 The Aquatics Integrity Unit (AQIU) has established a Pro Bono Counsel List (the 
List) to help guarantee the fundamental rights of athletes and other persons 
subject to the World Aquatics Regulations who lack the financial means to obtain 
appropriate legal assistance. 

1.2 The List is intended to facilitate access to independent legal advice and/or 
representation to athletes, coaches, officials and other individual license-holders 
of Member Federations on a pro bono basis in matters falling within the jurisdiction 
of World Aquatics and/or the AQIU, including but not limited to: 

• athlete eligibility and selection disputes; 
• disciplinary proceedings; 
• safeguarding matters; and 
• anti-doping proceedings. 

For the sake of clarity, Pro Bono Counsel is not available to legal entities such as 
clubs and Member Federations.  

2. Nature and Scope of Assistance 

2.1 Assistance provided by Pro Bono Counsel may include, depending on the 
circumstances of the case and the agreement between Counsel and the assisted 
person: 

• summary legal advice; 
• assistance with written submissions; 
• representation in proceedings before World Aquatics bodies, AQIU-related 

proceedings, or other competent sports tribunals. 

2.2 The assistance is provided on a pro bono basis, meaning that no professional 
fees may be charged to the assisted person. Counsel may, however, agree 
separately with the assisted person on the treatment of out-of-pocket expenses.  

2.3 The lawyer-client relationship, once established, exists solely between the Pro 
Bono Counsel and the assisted person. The AQIU is not a party to that relationship. 

3. Eligibility and Selection of Pro Bono Counsel 

3.1 Lawyers and law firms wishing to be included on the List must meet the 
eligibility criteria published by the AQIU, including: 

• a thorough working knowledge of World Aquatics’ rules and regulations; 
• admission to practise law in at least one jurisdiction of a World Aquatics 

member federation; 
• a minimum of two years’ professional experience in sports law; 
• sufficient availability and flexibility to act when appointed; 
• independence from World Aquatics, the AQIU, Continental Organisations 

and Member Federations; 
• fluency in English. 
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3.2 The AQIU retains sole discretion to: 

• select lawyers and law firms for inclusion on the List; 
• refuse or remove any lawyer or law firm from the List; and 
• determine the size, composition and geographical balance of the List. 

4. Term 

4.1 In principle, Pro Bono Counsel are appointed to the List until such time as 
removed, either voluntarily or by the Supervisory Council.  

4.2 The AQIU may amend the List at any time, including during a lawyer’s term, for 
reasons including but not limited to inactivity, conflicts of interest, disciplinary 
issues, or the need to ensure appropriate geographical or linguistic coverage. 

5. Appointment Process  

5.1 Any Aquatics Athlete seeking Pro Bono assistance will send their request to the 
AQIU for consideration. If the request is deemed eligible, the AQIU will approach 
suitable Pro Bono Counsel and seek willingness and availability to assist. If a 
positive response is received, the AQIU will pass on the contact details of the 
athlete to the Pro Bono Counsel, who will make contact directly with the athlete.  

6. Independence and Conflicts of Interest 

6.1 Pro Bono Counsel must remain independent at all times and must not accept 
any instruction that could compromise their independence. 

6.2 Pro Bono Counsel must promptly disclose any actual or potential conflict of 
interest to the AQIU and to the assisted person. 

6.3 Where a conflict of interest arises, the AQIU may require the Pro Bono Counsel 
to decline or withdraw from the matter. 

7. Standards of Conduct 

7.1 Pro Bono Counsel must act at all times in accordance with: 

• the highest standards of integrity, honesty and professionalism; 
• applicable professional conduct rules in their jurisdiction(s) of practice; and 
• World Aquatics rules and regulations. 

7.2 Pro Bono Counsel must act in the best interests of the assisted person, subject 
to their professional obligations. 

 

8. Confidentiality and Data Protection 
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8.1 Pro Bono Counsel must respect strict confidentiality in relation to all 
information obtained in the course of providing assistance. 

8.2 Pro Bono Counsel must comply with all applicable data protection laws and 
regulations when handling personal data. 

9. Limitation of AQIU Responsibility 

9.1 The AQIU does not: 

• supervise or control the legal work carried out by Pro Bono Counsel; 
• assume any responsibility for the quality or outcome of the legal assistance 

provided; or 
• accept any liability arising from the acts or omissions of Pro Bono Counsel. 

 

 
 
 


